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John 18:28-19:16




Through the night since his
arrest, Jesus was questioned
by Annas anc d then his son-in-
slander‘

by the 'JeWisH :'

'&QL .“ S y -

authorltles an uards.




At daybreak on Friday morning,
the JeW|sh Iegde‘rs held a

f."' nts ;_\-’ e
h : i .
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blasphemy, for wh‘lch‘the

el
: "!1}-5"

punishment was death




The Jewish leaders, however,
did not have the -authority to kill
anyone because a; e Romans
were mc te Jewish




Pontius Pilate was the fifth
Roman governor who ruled
over the region of Judea after
Archelau”“" osed i

his cruelty ah'"‘f,";“‘u';nbearable
coarseness. ..




He often ill-treated and
executed persons without a
precedlng judicial Hgntence He




Luke gives a very brief
summary of the trial before
Pilate |n verses %~'--s-and 3. When

chfnes worthy o
the death sentfjjj_,{ ce by the
Romans. =




In verse 2, the Jewish leaders tell
Pilate that they have found Jesus
to be “su bvertm’: j our

nation.” T s opposed the
payment e

that he clai med e Christ or
Messiah, Whlcﬁ?i"’"f5"_ -king, the
rival and opponent of Caesar




Pilate apparently is suspicious of the
accusations. It was rather strange, if
Jesus reaIIy washopposed to the
ated to overthrow
uthorities would
1is in front of

Pilate, the'Fion"hgn ruler. Why would the
Jewish authorltré"._dfe?hi"ycome
forward to supporﬂéﬁ%Roman authority
and interests? Théy never had done so

before.




Although Luke does not
include more_.d\__e‘_tail, John tells

us that Pilate




Pilate’s distrust of the Jewish leaders grew
into a firm conviction that Jesus was

innocent of treason or rebellion against the
Romans after thls dg$cu S|on Even though

of Luke 23, Pilate gof:‘_‘;_l_:f a
authorities and tells the m' that he finds no
basis for a charge agalnst Jesus.




But the Jewish leaders would
not accept this decision. They
insist that Jesus is stirring up
trouble amongthe ¢

over Judee W

region \

Iocated ana- A

and that he ha}"_{_,g,..;;_sta rted stlrrmg
up trouble origir -ally in Galilee
before he brought it to Judea.




Pilate is In a tough position: He
apparently thinks Jesus is
innocent but the Jews are
sternly bent on the destruction
of Jesus al

strong wi

knows th

to Rome and acc ._ff_“fe h|m before
Tiberius Caes&j_],*o? taking an
insurgent, Jesus, under his
protection.




So upon hearing that Jesus was a
Galilean (from Nazareth), Pilate
decides to try to avoid the situation
by sendmg Jesus t _};Herod Antipas,

Jewish king over the
region of ilee. Her: d Antlpas
was |n 1




The Herods

Herod the Great (74B .), the son of an
ldumean (Edemlte fai "‘"n‘d Arablan

‘jf_:__';;_'_;j___""jt_axed the people
excesswely and was notoriously ruthless.
Herod executed three of his own sons and
Mariamne, one of his ten wives.




Herod Is most famous for
ordering the massacre of all
male chlldren; ;,ears old or

prophesi ed king of |
had been hOI‘“‘f‘af-:




Herod Antipas was the son of Herod the
Great and a woman named
Malthake After Her_od_ the Great dled in

Galilee, and Perea 'thh was across
the Jordan River to the east of Galilee.




Herod Antipas had heard much
about Jesus because he was

Jesus’ mirac I'*ff_’;f_;j:"”*‘j_an d apparently
Herod had been hoping to meet
Jesus for some time.




At a certain point during Jesus’
ministry, when he (Jesus) was very
popular among tl;e’rf _sses Herod

him to perform a "’f'ff‘f"‘r;racle but Jesus
would not answer h|m -




The Chief Priests and the other Jewish leaders stood
before Herod Antipas strongly asserting the same
accusations against Jesus, but Herod does not
sentence Jesus to death. Nor does he declare Jesus
innocent. ‘Maybe Herod re_‘,-_,,embers how he felt after
he had John the Baptist. behead

demanded it thI?O

J 1 t __erod really did not
want to do. Undoubteﬁ[f:‘_ ;.""f;-'-'-’”;_;_,fit=ta|semendous guilt
over that decision; and Jesus presence may have
reminded him of that pr ‘b‘ad dec:lsmn

-f\ FalE




Nevertheless, when Jesus refused to answer
his questions, Herod and his soldiers
proceeded to mock and ridicule Jesus. The
dressed him in-a kingly robe, to ) mock his
claims to kingship. reel

robe used

making any serlouéﬁ'?ﬁ' ;‘tt'empt to investigate the

claims against Jesus a judicial manner.




Luke then tells: u;gamsve_rse 12 that
Herod and Pilate:became |

day, when be

been enemies.

gesture of paylﬂg rtO Herod by
sending Jesus tof‘-_;_‘;i'_j_"{j_}._“;__TeS”UIted in peace
between them. =




When the Jewish leaders bring Jesus
back to Pilate, he reiterates his prior
decision that he found no baS|s in their
charges agalnst him, just

Herod. Nev
effo rt to _a_ ppea

then release h | m e




But the Jewish leaders
stubbornly refuse anything but
crucifixion, and their shouts
prevalled So, Pl_,‘te, ultimately

surrenders Jes’f"%s'to be crucified
by the Roman soldlers




